
Most readers are, no doubt, 
familiar with the Franklin Mint, a 
company which was notorious 
during the 1980s and ’90s 

for heavy advertising of their collectable 
ranges through mail drops and advertising 
in Sunday newspapers. The Mint certainly 
produced a huge amount of high-priced 
schlock purporting to be collectable, but also 
produced a range of high quality, diecast 
models.

Mint History
Franklin Mint started in 1964 as a mail-order 
company selling sets of coins.  However, 
the company soon began producing its 
own coins, or rather non-denominational 
medallions and ingots, commemorating 
famous people or historical events. There 
were sets of coins featuring all the American 
presidents, and ingots engraved with images 
of classic cars; the quality was high and 
sales were good. Later, the company moved 
into other forms of collectables, including 

commemorative plates, art prints, and sets 
of books. 

In 1980, Franklin Mint was acquired 
by Warner Brothers, and this allowed 
development of a number of new product 
lines including diecast models and 
entertainment-related collectables. However, 
Warner Brothers got into financial difficulty in 
1985 and sold the Mint off to a private equity 
company. The 1990s proved to be the peak 
years for the company, with a large push into 
Europe and other markets, although sales 
fell after 2001. Franklin Mint is still around, 
and still selling model cars, jewellery and 
porcelain dolls, but on a much smaller scale 
than before.

Diecast Cars
The first Franklin Mint diecast model was 
a 1/24 scale 1935 Mercedes-Benz 500K 
Roadster, which was released in 1985. 
It was an excellent model, with opening 
doors, rumble seat and bonnet, plus working 
steering. It also had some very innovative 

features, such as real rubber seats that were 
soft to the touch, and a flock-lined floor to 
simulate carpet. It was a high quality model, 
but at US$90 it was four times the price of 
other 1/24 models on the market, such as 
those by Bburago and Solido. Despite the 
high price tag, it proved a success, and 
several other model cars were introduced 
over the next few years.

I was actually given the Mercedes model 
as a 21st birthday present (thanks Aunty 
Rose!) and was very impressed with it. In 
fact, I also bought the next three models in 
the series: the 1930 Duesenberg J Tourer, 
the 1928 Stutz Black Hawk Speedster, and 
the 1938 Jaguar SS-100. However, I stopped 
collecting at this point; partly because 
they were getting too expensive and partly 
because I was fed up with the volume of junk 
mail I was being sent by Franklin Mint.

1/43 Scale Models
In the early 1990s, Franklin Mint moved 
into the 1/43 market, with a set of twelve 

‘Classic Cars of the ’50s’. Either to go one 
better than existing models of this scale, or to 
give them more ‘perceived value’, this range 
incorporated most of the features of the 1/24 
models: opening doors, bonnets and boots, 
detailed engines, plus soft-touch seats. The 
set included several cars never modelled 
before, such as Hudsons, Mercurys and 
Packards. However, I decided against buying 
them, partly because of the high price (they 
cost £39 each at a time when good quality 
models by Minichamps or Vitesse were 
around £16); but mainly because I felt the 
moving parts were poorly fitted. The opening 
doors in particular tended to distort the 
models, especially the convertibles.

However, the set proved a big success, and 
was followed up by a second set of twelve 
1950s cars, plus a dozen 1960s vehicles. 
The last set in this scale was a group of 
classic cars from the 1920s and ’30s, called 
‘Classic Luxury Cars’. These models were 
high-end luxury vehicles from the Art Deco 
era, based on some of the most famous 

marques of the time. Six were American cars; 
two were British, plus one each from France, 
Italy, Germany and Spain.

Like the earlier models, the Classic Luxury 
Cars were well made, and all featured a 
number of opening parts. They all had 
opening doors and bonnets that revealed 
detailed engines. Many seem to have been 
influenced by earlier Rio models from Italy; 
three of the models were based on the same 
vehicles as Rios – right down to the colour 
scheme – while the one-piece, lift-off (rather 
than hinged) bonnet was a Rio hallmark. 

Let’s have a look at the individual models, 
in chronological order:

1922 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 
Pall Mall Tourer
The earliest model in the range is a British 
car, or rather a half-British one. This was 
one of the Springfield Rolls-Royces, built in 
Massachusetts. It was a late-model Silver 
Ghost with Pall Mall style bodywork, which 
was a type of convertible tourer. The model 

is finished in mid-blue, with black chassis, 
black wire wheels and interior, plus white 
hood, luggage trunk and spare wheel covers. 
The grille and ‘silver lady’ hood ornament are 
very well detailed, and the ‘RR’ emblems on 
the wheel covers and trunk are a nice touch. 
There is a separate windscreen and chrome 
handrail for the back seat passengers. All 
cfour doors open and close well, and as 
with all the models in the range, the bonnet 
lifts off to reveal a detailed engine. The only 
fault with the model is that the headlights 
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Mike Pigott looks at an underrated range 
of 1/43 classic cars produced by the 
American company The Franklin Mint.CLASSIC LUXURY CARS

Top left: The first release was the 1922 
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 
Pall Mall Tourer with the 1928 
Hispano-Suiza H6B Coupé-de-Ville.
Bottom left: The 1931 Bugatti Royale 
and 1928 Isotta-Fraschini Tipo 8A 
Landaulette.
Top right: The1929 Cord L-29 
Convertible Coupé and the 1927 
Lincoln Model L Sports Tourer.
Bottom right: The 1929 Duesenberg 
Model J and the 1933 Pierce-Arrow 
Silver Arrow.
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