
The new series of post-war British 
saloon cars from Dinky Toys 
seemed, at last, to have broken 
one of the company’s earlier rules 

– groups of vehicles in sets of six. Not only 
was the 40 Series never available as a set 
as such, it took some time to reach the magic 
number. And, just like the 38 Series sports 
cars, there was a seventh which fell by the 
wayside.

What was new was that the series was to 
include what could be called ordinary family 
cars, although the Riley and Triumph which 
started it certainly were not, nor was the 
Jowett Javelin which failed to materialise. The 
other four cars were, if not bottom of their 
particular ranges, much closer than Dinky 
had dared to go before. The social historians 
will doubtless be thinking their way round this 
little conundrum.

The real Austin A40 Devon and the two-door 
version called the Dorset were introduced 

in the autumn of 1947, the first totally new 
family cars to be launched in post-war Britain. 
They replaced the previous Austin 8,10 and 
12, to become the smallest in the range for a 
while, until a new ‘Seven’, the A30, followed 
in 1951. With the USA being a prime market, 
exports were everything and a proper four-
seater had to take priority. The writer thinks 
that the choice of county names was brilliant 
– just how many service personnel from the 
English-speaking world would have become 
familiar with them just a few years before?

Meccano was not slow with its Austin Devon, 
which was announced in January 1949. If the 
company did not have any prior information, 
it certainly did not hang about. There were no 
frills, of course, just a two part kit of body and 
baseplate – plus wheels, tyres and axles – but 
what a body. We may be a nation of critics, but 
it seems not of Dinky’s Devon. The scale is 
one of the company’s regulars, 17/64 inch to 
one foot or 1:45.17647. 

The new Austins were an instant success, 
helped by a brochure entitled ‘Colour 
comes back to motoring’. This waxed 
lyrical: “Finished in thermoplastic, flow-gloss 
enamel of high lustre, more weather-proof 
and sparkling than buffed cellulose.” There 
was a choice of five colours on the real car 
–Burgundy, Portland Grey, Royal Blue, Mist 
Green and, of course, black. Although the 
writer does not have any Austin literature to 
hand, at least three look very similar to the 
Dinky colours, two of which were very long-
lasting indeed.

Although this is intended as more in the 
way of a general appreciation of the model, 
rather than a catalogue of variations, and 
permutations of same, a quick look at the 
variables might be useful. The main one is 
the baseplate. In common with other cars 
in the series, the earliest baseplates had 
relatively small lettering plus some impressed 
lines that could be interpreted as indicative of 

the vehicles underside structure.
A lot of other things happened 

close together. Early in 1953, the 
first individual yellow boxes started 
to appear for the smaller models, 
the Austin Devon among them. The 
first hint of a new numbering system 
came in November 1953 and from 
the following March it became the 
norm. The Devon’s first yellow boxes 
carried dual numbering, a short-lived 
era, which delights many collectors 
nowadays. Even better, when the old 
number finally went from the box, so 
did one of the colours illustrated, quite 
an unusual occurrence. At around the 
same time, a new larger and plainer 
text baseplate was introduced.

So, for those who take serious 
chronological note of bases, boxes 

– not forgetting the earlier trade 
boxes – plus the body and wheel 
colours, particularly as they span the 
aforementioned changes, good luck. 
Need more? Look inside the roof for 
the word ‘Devon’ cast in, particularly 
from 1955 onwards...

And finally, what really matters, the 
colours.   There are three that are 
fairly easy to locate with the early 
base – maroon, light olive green and 
dark blue, all perhaps Austin-inspired. 
The maroon is important, being just 
an early colour and showing on the 
early, and only the early, individual 
box  The other two appear again and 
again in later forms. An example in 
red is among the hardest colours 
of all to find – was this an accident, 
shortage of maroon paint or an early 
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Colour Comes Back to Motoring
Brian Salter re-visits the Joe Hartland collection for another firm favourite, 
one of a series which even now continues to increase in popularity 
– the Dinky Toys Austin A40 Devon.

Top right: The world’s introduction to the first Dinky 40 Series family car, in 
the January 1949 Meccano Magazine.

Below: Three boxes with the cars to match. The earliest dual-numbered 
box on the left had the blue illustration on the other side. A 
nicer line-up for the period would be hard to find – and all are 
reasonably easy to obtain. 

Below right: Even in December 1950, three years after its 
launch, the Devon is still in the forefront with cover advertising. 
Didn’t the artist do well to make it look so like the Dinky?
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